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Bhagvat Gita - Chapter 17 – Shradhatrayvibhag Yog 

 

s=pt=dx==eCQy==y=/ X3=F=y=iv=B==g=y==e | 
 

01-06       ŵȠा और शा˓िवपरीत घोर तप करने वालो ंका िवषय  
07-22       आहार, यǒ, तप और दान के पृथक-पृथक भेद    
23-28       ॐतȖत्  के Ůयोग की ʩाƥा  

 

aj=*un= Wv==c=:           y=e x==sF=iv=iQ=m=< Wts=&jy=  y=j=nt=e X3y==ònv=t==/ + 
t=e{==] in={@= t=u k:= k&:{[=  s=Tv=m=< a=h=e rj=s=< t=m=/ ++â++ 

 

aj=u*n= b==eD=ee he k&:{[=, j==e vy=ikt= x==sF=-iv=iQ= %=e#ªk:r ke:v=D= X3=p=Uv=*k: ( with 
faithfulness, reverential belief, implicit confidence )  hI p=Uj== a=id k:rt=e hE], Wn=k:I 
in={@= kE:s=I hE? ky== v=h s==iTv=k: hE aq=v== r=j=is=k: y== t==m=is=k: hE ? (âë.îâ)  
 

BG 17.1: Arjun said: O Krishna, where do they stand who disregard the 
injunctions of the scriptures, but still worship with faith? Is their faith in the 
mode of goodness, passion, or ignorance? 
 

 
 

XIB=g=v==n=uv==c=:         iF=iv=Q== B=v=it= X3=  deihn==] s== sv=B==v=j== + 
                      s==iTv=k:I r=j=s=I c=Ev=  t==m=s=I c=eit= t==] x=&&[=u ++ä++ 
 

XIB=g=v==n= b==eD=ee m=n=u{y==e] k:I sv==B==iv=k: X3= (aq==*t=< in={@=) t=In= p=>k:=r k:I  s==iTv=k:, 
r=j=is=k: a=Er t==m=is=k:  h=et=I hE, Ws=e s=un==e. (âë.îä) 
 

BG 17.2: The Supreme Divine Personality said: Every human being is born with 
innate faith, which can be of three kinds—sāttvic, rājasic, or tāmasic. Now hear 
about this from Me. 
 

 
 

    s=Tv==n=uOp== s=v=*sy=  X3= B=v=it= B==rt= + 
  X3=m=y==eCy=] p=uo{==e  y==e y=c%M3/ s= Av= s=/ ++à++ 

 

he aj=u*n=, s=B=I m=n=u{y==e] k:I X3= Wn=ke: sv=B==v= (t=q== s=]sk:=r) ke: an=uOp= h=et=I hE. m=n=u{y= ap=n=e 
sv=B==v= s=e j==n== j==t== hE. m=n=u{y= j=Es== B=I c==he v=Es== hI b=n= s=k:t== hE (y=id v=h X3=p=Uv=*k:  
ap=n=e wic%t= Qy=ey= (Goal, Aim) k:= ic=nt=n= k:rt== rhe). (âë.îà) 
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BG 17.3: The faith of all humans conforms to the nature of their mind. All people 
possess faith, and whatever the nature of their faith, that is verily what they are. 

 

 

 

Those in the mode of goodness worship the celestial gods; those in the mode of passion 
worship the yakṣhas and rākṣhasas; those in the mode of ignorance worship ghosts and 
spirits. 

 y=j=nt=e s==iTv=k:= dev==n= <

 

ax==sF=iv=iht=] G==er]  t=py=nt=e y=e t=p==e j=n==/ + 
dmB==h]k:=rs=]y=ukt==/  k:=m=r=g=b=D==ònv=t==/ ++ç++ 
k:{=*y=nt=/ x=rIrsq=]  B=Ut=g=>=m=m=< ac=et=s=/ + 
m==] c=Ev==nt=/x=rIrsq=]  t==n=< iv=3Y< a=s=urin=xc=y==n=< ++ê++ 

 

j==e D==eg= x==sF=iv=iQ= s=e riht= G==er t=p= k:rt=e hE], j==e dmB= a=Er aiB=m==n= s=e y=ukt= hE], j==e k:=m=n==  
a=Er a=s=ikt= s=e p=>eirt= hE], j==e x=rIr m=e] isq=t= p=]c=B=Ut==e] k:=e a=Er s=b=ke: ant=/k:r[= m=e rhn=e  
v==D== m=uz= p=rm==tm== k:=e B=I k:{! den=e v==D=e aiv=v=ek:I D==eg= hE], Wnhe] t=um= a=s=urI sv=B==v= v==D=e 
j==n==e. (âë.îç-îê)  
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BG 17.5-6: Some people perform stern austerities that are not enjoined by the 
scriptures, but rather motivated by hypocrisy and egotism. Impelled by desire 
and attachment, they torment not only the elements of their body, but also I who 
dwell within them as the Supreme Soul. Know these senseless people to be of 
demoniacal resolves.

 

 

a=h=rs=< tv=< aip= s=v=*sy=  iF=iv=Q==e B=v=it= ip=>y=/ + 
y=Ns=< t=p=s=< t=q== d=n=]  t=e{==] B=edm=< wm=] x=&&[=u ++ë++ 

 

s=b= k:= ip=>y= B==ej=n= B=I t=In= p=>k:=r k:= h=et== hE a=Er v=Es=e hI y=N, t=p= a=Er d=n= B=I t=In= p=>k:=r 
ke: h=et=e hE]. Wn=ke: B=ed t=um= m=uz=s=e s=un==e. (âë.îë)  

BG 17.7: The food that people prefer is according to their dispositions. The same is 
true for the sacrifice, austerity, and charity they are inclined (or predisposed) toward. 
Now hear of the distinctions from Me. 
 

 

     

Persons in the mode of goodness prefer foods that promote the life span, and 
increase virtue, strength, health, happiness, and satisfaction. Such foods are juicy 
(succulent), nourishing, and naturally tasteful.  
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Foods that are too bitter, too sour, salty, very hot, pungent (having a strong sharp 
taste or smell), dry, and full of chillies, are dear to persons in the mode of passion. 
Such foods produce pain, grief, and disease.  
 

Foods that are overcooked, stale, putrid (rotting or decomposed), polluted, and impure 
are dear to persons in the mode of ignorance. 
  

Important Point – In the Upanishads, it is mentioned, ‘As is the food, so is the mind’. 
As the food, a man eats, so is his mind. So, a man should eat pure food because it purifies  
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his mind. Food is also the substances that builds one’s muscles, bones, and the blood in 
the body. If the body is made up of food that should not be eaten, the mind and its 
thinking will be impure, unclear, confused, angry, doubtful etc. 
  

 af:D==k:=V<iZ=iB=r< y=N=e  iv=òQ=¡{!=e y= wjy=t=e + 
 y={!vy=m=< Av=eit= m=n=/  s=m==Q==y= s= s==iTv=k:/ ++ââ++ 

 

y=N k:rn== hm==r= k:t=*vy= hE  Aes== s==ec=k:r, ib=n== f:D= k:I a=x== k:rn=e v==D==e] 8=r= iv=iQ=p=Uv=*k: 
ik:y== g=y== y=N s==iTv=k: ( true, honest, sincere, virtuous, excellent ) hE. (âë.ââ) 
 

BG 17.11: Sacrifice that is performed according to scriptural injunctions without 
expectation of rewards, with the firm conviction of the mind that it is a matter of 
duty, is of the nature of goodness. 
 

 

aiB=s=nQ==y= t=u f:D=]  dmB==q=*m=< aip= c=Ev= y=t=< + 
wjy=t=e B=rt=Xe{@  t=] y=N] iv=i3 r=j=s=m=< ++âä++ 

 

he aj=*un=, j==e y=N f:D= k:I wc%= s=e aq=v== idK==n=e ke: iD=y=e ik:y== j==t== hE, Ws=e t=um= r=j=is=k: 
s=m=z==e. (âë.âä) 
 

BG 17.12: O best of the Bharatas, know that sacrifice performed for material 
benefit, or with a hypocritical aim, is in the mode of passion. 
 

 

iv=iQ=hIn=m=< as=&{!=á]]  m=nF=hIn=m=< adiZ=[=m=< + 
X3=iv=riht=] y=N]  t==m=s=] p=irc=Z=t=e ++âà++ 

 

x==sF=iv=iQ=, aád=n=, m=]F=, diZ=[== a=Er X3= ke: ib=n== ik:y=e j==n=e v==D=e y=N k:=e t==m=is=k: y=N 
k:ht=e hE]. (âë.âà) 
 

BG 17.13: Sacrifice devoid of faith and contrary to the injunctions of the 
scriptures, in which no food is offered, no mantras chanted, and no donation 
made, is to be considered in the mode of ignorance. 
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Worship of the Supreme Lord, the Brahmins, the spiritual master, the wise, and the 
elders—when this is done with the observance of cleanliness, simplicity, celibacy, 
and non-violence—is declared as the austerity of the body. 
 

Important Point – In the penance ( ) of the body, renunciation is important; 
as in worship there is renunciation of one’s superiority complex, in maintenance of 
purity there is renunciation of indolence (laziness, idleness) and heedlessness, in 
uprightness there is renunciation of pride, in celibacy ( ) there is 
renunciation of mating as prescribed in (Gita 7/11). In non-violence there is 
renunciation of one’s own comforts. Thus, renunciation involves the penance of 
the body. 
 

Words that do not cause distress, are truthful, inoffensive, and beneficial, as well as the 
regular recitation of the Vedic scriptures—these are declared as the austerity of speech. 
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Serenity of thought, gentleness, silence, self-control, and purity of purpose—all these are 
declared as the austerity (penance- ) of the mind. 
 

Important Point - A man should remain cheerful even in unfavourable circumstances. 
He should remain unaffected by circumstances. He should remain placid (gentle), even 
after hearing the undesirable utterance of others. He should not let the mind be free but 
make it contemplative (thoughtful) because by leaving it free, there is enjoyment of 
pleasure, and it does not become contemplative. He should renounce the deluded 
inclinations of his mind. He should never think ill of anyone. All this is penance 
(austerity) of the mind. 
 

 

 

When devout persons with ardent faith practice these three-fold austerities without 
yearning for material rewards, they are designated as austerities in the mode of goodness. 
 

 
 

undesired

Austerity that is performed with ostentation for the sake of gaining honour, respect, and 
adoration is in the mode of passion. Its benefits are unstable and transitory (temp). 
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Austerity that is performed by those with confused notions, and which involves torturing 
the self or harming others, is described to be in the mode of ignorance. 
 

 

 

 

Charity given to a worthy person simply because it is right to give, without consideration 
of anything in return, at the proper time and in the proper place, is stated to be in the 
mode of goodness. 
 

Important Point – The Sattvik charity is in fact, renunciation. This is not the charity 
about which it has been said “If you offer charity, it bears its fruits a thousand time” as 
such charity is classified as sensual or desirous. Sattvik charity is where there is no desire 
of any fruits in return.  
 

But charity given with reluctance, with the hope of a return or in expectation of a reward, 
is said to be in the mode of passion. 
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And that charity, which is given at the wrong place and wrong time to unworthy persons, 
without showing respect, or with contempt, is held to be of the nature of Tamsik (of the 
mode of ignorance).  
 

Important Point – A gift of food, water, clothes, and medicines, should be made to a 
needy recipient, without much thinking, whether he is worthy or unworthy and whether 
the place and time are auspicious or not.  Offer food to a hungry man, water to a thirsty, 
clothes to the naked and medicine to the sick. 
In this chapter from the eleventh to the 22nd, the Sattvik sacrifice, penance, and gifts, are 
included in divine nature while the Rajasik (passion) and Tamasik (ignorance) are 
included in demoniac nature. 
 

The words “Om Tat Sat” have been declared as symbolic representations of the 
Supreme Absolute Truth, from the beginning of creation. From them came the priests, 
scriptures, and sacrifice. 
 

Therefore, when performing acts of sacrifice, offering charity, or undertaking 
penance, expounders of the Vedas always begin by uttering “Om” according to the  
prescriptions of Vedic injunctions.  
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Persons who do not desire fruitive rewards, but seek to be free from material 
entanglements, utter the word “Tat” along with acts of austerity, sacrifice, and 
charity. 
 

 

 

The word “Sat” means eternal existence and goodness. O Arjun, it is also used to 
describe an auspicious action. Being established in the performance of sacrifice, 
penance, and charity, is also described by the word “Sat.” And so any act for such 
purposes is named “Sat.” 
 

O son of Pritha, whatever acts of sacrifice or penance are done without faith, are 
termed as “Asat.” They are useless both in this world and the next.  
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             Gita Essence in English – Chapter 17 

It is important for any human being (whether they are aware of the rules of the 
scriptures or not), to commence their selfless duties (or religious sacrifice) by 
remembering God and having absolute faith in him. 
 

Those who are not aware of the rules of the scriptures but do their duties 
profoundly and with faith and belief in God, their faith or reverential belief falls 
under one of the three categories i.e. Sattvic, Rajsik or Tamsik. It is according to 
their faith and belief that they end up worshipping their deities. 
 

Those who do not worship God or perform any spiritual Godly sacrifice, their 
devotion is reflected in the diet. As a result, they end up in the birth/death cycle 
and may fall from the supreme human species to one of the 8.4million species 
depending on their actions.  

 

 


